
Fashion Forward Network 
Kick Off Webinar

hosted by Sqetch and the Fashion Council Germany

Instructions for participants:

Please mute your microphone & turn off your camera
Use the chat if you have questions

If you want to be part of the discussion use “raise hands”
During the Q&A session feel free to turn on your camera

Slides will be shared afterwards

William Fan by George Nebieridze



Agenda

1. Welcoming Words by Marte Hentschel and 

Scott Lipinski

2. Get to know the project team

3. Learn all about the project

4. Keynote from network partner 

Sebastian Serafin

5. Ask us anything

6. Outlook



This webinar is hosted by



The Project Team
Fashion Council Germany e.V.

Founded in 2015 on the initiative of national 
industry experts

Promoting German design as a cultural 
and economic asset

Education, sustainability & fashion 
technology

Essential lobbying work in politics, business 
and culture

emphasizing the global relevance of 
German fashion design

Fashion Council Germany e.V. is the patron to empower  German 
fashion & design landscape for a visionary, technological and 

sustainable future in a global market
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Duration:  2 years (2023 - 2025)

Aims: ● Enabling participants to set foot on the market abroad
● Build lasting business partnerships & networks
● Drive competitiveness & internationalization on both markets

Activities: ● Webinars & Workshops 
● Delegation trips
● Networking Events & Matchmaking 
● and much more (online & offline events, fairs)

Team: Marte Hentschel, CEO & Founder (Sqetch)
Maxi Bohn, COO (Sqetch)
Scott Lipinski, CEO (Fashion Council Germany)
Antara Gill, Project Manager (Fashion Council Germany)

Sponsors: A PFI Network project funded by the Berlin Senate Department of 
Economics, Energy and Public Enterprises and the European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF).

Project Key Facts
Berlin: fashion brands (clothing, shoes, accessories), fashion tech & 
sustainable innovations (Start- & scale-ups) 
US: matching counterparts such as retailers, agents, multiplicator 
organisations & institutions, tech companies

Target 
groups:



Timeline

2023
July 
Project Kick Off, sign up call & survey

August 
Announcement of participants

September 
2 webinars & Go To USA workshop

October
Delegation trip to NYC (15th - 20th) 
& 2nd survey

November 
Wrap up workshop & webinar

2023

2024
February - June
5 webinars & 3rd survey

July 
Delegation trip to Berlin

2024

September 
Go To USA workshop

October
Delegation trip to NYC & webinar

November 
Wrap up workshop 

December
Webinar & final survey

2025
projects end



Sebastian Serafin

Sebastian Serafin
Deputy Director of the Berlin Business Office 
in NYC
(part of the Berlin Senate Department for Economics, Energy and 
Public Enterprises)

Berlin Business Office

Keynote



BERLIN BUSINESS OFFICE, USA

Sebastian Serafin, Deputy Director
Fashion Forward Network – US Market Entry





Berlin Business Office, USA
Contact persons 
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Sebastian Serafin, Deputy 
Director
sserafin@berlinoffice-usa.com 

Charlotte Baar, 
Praktikantin
cbaar@berlinoffice-usa.com 
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Practical example of the work of the Berlin Business Office, USA
Providing information for Berlin companies and establishing contacts with local U.S. institutions
(for groups as well as in virtual and face-to-face meetings)
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Practical example of the work of the Berlin Business Office, USA
Background discussions for science/startup accelerators and contact brokerage for venture capital in the U.S.
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Practical example of the work of the Berlin Business Office, USA
Berlin companies in contact with venture capitalists (VC/PE/Business Angels) and US companies for revenues
e.g. through contact mediation, but also through e.g. "Made in Berlin" pitching events
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Praktisches Beispiel der Arbeit des Berlin Business Office, USA
Positioning Berlin as an investment location through its own events in the USA
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Practical example of the work of the Berlin Business Office, USA
Consulting and contact mediation for Berlin network projects
e.g. Urban Impact, PointOut, Urban Innovation, Fin&Tech Leaders, Skytrain etc..
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Practical example of the work of the Berlin Business Office, USA
Background information on selected regions and industries in the USA
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Practical example of the work of the Berlin Business Office, USA
Positioning Berlin as an investment location through its own events in the USA
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Practical example of the work of the Berlin Business Office, USA
Acquisition of leads for possible US settlements, through sourcing, events and company visits.Here: Company-Visit 
at NVIDIA in California
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Practical example of the work of the Berlin Business Office, USA
Establishment of contacts and support for US companies and US representatives in Berlin



German American Chambers of Commerce

Atlanta | Chicago | Detroit | Houston | New York | San Francisco | Washington DC

2023 GERMAN AMERICAN 
BUSINESS OUTLOOK 
(GABO)



FDI IN THE US FROM 
GERMANY Important Figures

• Investment from Germany in the US has more 
than doubled over the last 100 years

• 5,601 German companies have a presence 
in the US

• $637 Billion in total investments

• 885,100 jobs with around 40% in 
the manufacturing sector

GERMAN AMERICAN BUSINESS OUTLOOK 2023

25



Kulturelle Unterschiede USA
-Deutschland

Quelle: 
DigitalituM



Kulturelle Unterschiede
USA -Deutschland

Quelle: 
DigitalituM



Seite 35

Thank you!



Outlook

Contact us

News

Register for participation right after the webinar

Join our network via LinkedIn & register for the newsletter

info@fashionforward.network | office@fashion-council-germany.org | info@sqetch.co

Next steps

Application (deadline: July 25)

Travel booking (August)

Start of Webinars & Workshops (September)

First Delegation trip (October)



Ask us anything



THANK YOU!

http://fashionforward.network

William Fan by George Nebieridze


